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Good morning friends.  I’m grateful for my relationship with you through Jesus Christ and through 2nd Street – and I’m grateful for the privilege to gather together with you, worship with you, and teach God’s Word.  But teaching God’s Word isn’t always easy, and the responsibility of doing it should never to be taken lightly.  

One of the things that teaching God’s Word verse-by-verse makes unavoidable, is that no matter what comes up next in the text, has to be dealt with it, wrestled with it, taught through it, and I must invite us as a flock to open up our eyes and our ears to what God wants to say to us about Himself, about ourselves, and about one another in those verses.  And I’ll be honest with you that sometimes this is easier to do than other times.  Like this morning … as here in MARK 10:1-12 where Jesus shares God’s heart with us on divorce.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 

Sometimes God’s Word is a JOY for us to receive, and other times God’s Word is a BURDEN for us to receive.  But God’s Word is always PROFITABLE for us to receive.

There isn’t one of us here this morning who hasn’t been touched by the pain of divorce.  Some people gathered here have been divorced … and so know full-well that divorce is never God’s PLAN A for anybody, because the pain is always too real, the devastation is always too deep, and the scars are often too long-lasting.  

IF THIS DESCRIBES YOU, I BELIEVE GOD HAS A NEW LEVEL OF HEALING FOR YOU THIS MORNING.

Some people gathered here have, or had divorced parents, and have experienced divorce from a child’s point of view, and know first-hand the fears it plants inside people about what real love is, what abandonment (whether it’s REAL or IMAGINED) feels like, and how a reluctance to love, or trust, or commit in relationships as adults is connected to the tearing away and separation that always happens in divorce.

IF THIS DESCRIBES YOU, I BELIEVE GOD HAS A NEW LEVEL OF HEALING FOR YOU THIS MORNING.

Some people gathered here have or had divorced parents, and then went to have their own divorces – and so divorce is something known, both as an OBSERVER, and as a PARTICIPANT.  Knowing this full-circle-dimension of the pain divorce causes, usually leaves people feeling like they’ve been involved in two versions of the same train wreck … one as a child from the train’s passenger car, and one as an adult from the train’s engine car … both experiences leaving them battered, bruised, wounded, broken, scared, and scarred.

IF THIS DESCRIBES YOU, I BELIEVE GOD HAS A NEW LEVEL OF HEALING FOR YOU THIS MORNING.

Some of us gathered here this morning have watched our children, or our siblings, or our good friends go through divorce.  And whether we were ever divorced or not this is something we’d never put into the GOALS AND DREAMS part of our diary or life-planner for anyone we know and love.  At times we’ve become involved … or taken sides … or tried to be a counselor, or a medic, or an interventionist … and at other times we’ve had no choice but to just be a complete bystander … watching, in what seemed like to be slow motion, as the devastation of divorce happened.

IF THIS DESCRIBES YOU, I BELIEVE GOD HAS A NEW LEVEL OF HEALING FOR YOU THIS MORNING.

I’ve made up a handout with recent research on divorce from some very credible resources – and they’re on the Community Center table.  I won’t go through the information on this handout here this morning … but it might help flesh out more of the pain and devastation associated with the epidemic of divorce in our society today.

MARK 10:1-2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Getting up, He went from there to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan; crowds gathered around Him again, and, according to His custom, He once more began to teach them.
2 Some Pharisees came up to Jesus, testing Him, and began to question Him whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a wife.
 
Jesus and His disciples continued heading south, and as they’re now east of Jerusalem, across the Jordan River, we’re reminded of the fact that Jesus never tired of teaching.  Oh, He got weary and physically tired, yes.  But whenever people gathered around Jesus, He taught them.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 

Followers of Jesus Christ who desire to become more like Him, don’t tire of reading, studying, and digging into God’s Word.  It’s the food that sustains us, and the fuel for our faith we need to keep us focused, consistent, strong, and growing.

Divorce was a common, but controversial topic among the Jews of Jesus’ day … in fact, divorce had devastated Israel, and just like today, there were so many adults and children who had suffered the horrible consequences of divorce.  And people’s opinions on divorce could primarily be boiled down to two main schools of thought, based on the very polarized teachings of two of the 1st-Century AD’s most famous Rabbis.

1. THE SCHOOL OF RABBI HILLEL, a very permissive, popular view.
2. THE SCHOOL OF RABBI SHAMMAI, a legalistic, unpopular view.

In Mark’s telling of this conversation, it’s easy to miss the Pharisee’s motivation for asking Jesus this specific question.  But MATTHEW 19:3 spells it out more clearly where he gives us the Pharisee’s full question … Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?  So if the question was, is it lawful?, then lawful has to be understood by the words for just any reason.  This debate comes out of the Law of Moses, where in DEUTERONOMY 24:1, this was the instruction of God about divorce, given to the Jews …

DEUTERONOMY 24:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house …”
 
Rabbi Shammai and the people espousing his unpopular school of legalistic thought believed indecency meant sexual immorality, and that sexual immorality was the only valid reason for divorce.  But Rabbi Hillel and his disciples believed indecency to mean any sort of indiscretion.  20th-Century British Bible scholar William Barclay gives us some insight into Rabbi Hillel’s permissive, popular view on divorce in 1st-Century Israel …

“Indecency could mean if the wife spoiled dinner, if she talked to a strange man, if she spoke disrespectfully of her husband, if she was a brawler, (‘a woman whose voice could be heard in the next house’).  Rabbi Akiba even said that indecency meant ‘if a man found a woman who was fairer in his eyes than his wife was.’”
 
Today, our society has so cheapened what LOVE IS, what LOVE MEANS, and what the RESULT OF LOVE AND MARRIAGE IS ABOUT.  Here’s some great, sage advice I recently found on how love really works, and how to keep a marriage together …

ON WHAT FALLING IN LOVE MUST BE LIKE …

John, age 9	“It’s like an avalanche where you have to run for 
your life.”
Greg, age 8	“Love is the most important thing in the world,
			but baseball is pretty good too.”

SUREFIRE WAYS TO HELP SOMEBODY FALL IN LOVE WITH YOU …

Del, age 6	“Tell them you own a bunch of candy stores.”
Alonzo, age 9	“Don’t do things like have smelly, green tennis
			shoes.  You might get attention, but attention isn’t
			the same thing as love.”

HOW TO MAKE LOVE LAST …

Natalie, age 9	“Don’t say ‘I love you’ to somebody and then
			change your mind.”
Erin, age 8	“Don’t forget your wife’s name, because that will
			really mess up the love.”

The Pharisees were trying to get Jesus to speak out, either against Moses or against the permissive, popular teachings of Rabbi Hillel on divorce.  They hoped that their question would get Jesus stuck between a rock and a hard place, and that He’d trip Himself up, or take a stand against the Law as they were interpreting it, and then they could accuse Him of blasphemy.  But instead of falling for the Pharisee’s trap about what He thought about divorce, Jesus simply shared with them God’s plan on marriage.

MARK 10:3-5 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

3 And He answered and said to them, “What did Moses command you?”
4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”
5 But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment.
  
The Law of Moses granted divorce because of people’s hardness of heart.  God never commanded divorce … He permitted it because of the hardness of the OFFENDING PARTY (in the cruelty of their unfaithfulness to their spouse), and because of the hardness of the OFFENDED PARTY (being unable to perfectly forgive and restore a damaged relationship).

The Greek word hardness here in v. 5, is skleros — from the root word that we get the word sclerosis from today … a word most often used in conjunction with the hardening of the arteries.  Jesus is saying that whenever a divorce occurs, the reason is never just what people say it is … it’s never just the dreaded scapegoat irreconcilable differences … but that at it’s root, is always hardness of heart.

In this passage Jesus did what He often did … He stood up for the people in society who had little voice, or no voice at all.  Throughout the Gospels we see Jesus do this for women, for children, for widows, for orphans, for immigrants, for those in prison, for the poor, and for those lacking education or title.  Over and over again Jesus went against the popular, permissive thinking about moral issues – calling His followers to a higher road, to a more sacred place where the broken are valued not discarded, where the marginalized are given a voice not silenced, and where the easily ignored are looked at with love and compassion, and invited into God’s work of redemption.

Gang, there can be a time in a marriage relationship where one or both spouses just can’t take it any more.  Where one of them or both of them no longer want to risk trusting again.  Too many promises have been broken.  Too many vows have been forsaken.  Too many covenants have been ripped apart.  This is the kind of thing that happens with adultery.  It’s hard to get over it.  And if that’s where you’re at, I want to say to you this morning, at about the mid-point of this sometimes hard to accept teaching and instruction, that God understands where you’re at, what you’re feeling, and is walking with you.

Jesus was telling His listeners that the problem wasn’t that they didn’t understand God’s heart for divorce … but that they didn’t understand God’s heart about marriage.  Marriage is like a mirror, in that it reflects what we put into it.  Therefore, when one or both spouses has divorce in their back pocket as a convenient option, then divorce will always be much more likely.

Oh, friends, how relevant, how pertinent, how foundational, are the truths and the instruction of God’s Word in our lives.  Because as we see here, Jesus takes all of His listeners, those in 1st-Century A.D. Jerusalem, and those of us gathered here this morning, back to the truths recorded for us in 5th-Century B.C. about God the Father’s plans for marriage.

So may people say, “I want to know truth that’s CURRENT, HIP, and NOW.”  But listen to me … God’s Word is timeless, never goes out of style, and never becomes irrelevant.  “We live in 2011!  We need modern wisdom, not ancient clichés!”  Oh really?  Really?  Which brings us to our THIRD FAITH LESSON this morning …

FAITH LESSON 

We must put away the excuses we use to remain inattentive and disobedient to God’s truths.  Success as followers of Jesus Christ comes as we learn how to listen to Jesus, surrender to Jesus, and learn and then re-learn His fundamental truths.

MARK 10:6 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

6 “But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female.
 
God’s design for marriage is never fulfilled in divorce, but only in seeing His original blueprint for marriage.  Marriage is a God-thing, not a human-thing … and because of that, it’s God’s rules that apply to marriage, not our made-up rules.  So in saying, “God made them,” Jesus reminds us of God’s actual ownership over marriage. 

MARK 10:7-9 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

7 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother [
and be united with his wife],
8 and the two shall become one flesh; so they are no longer two, but one flesh.
9 “What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.” [emphasis added / cf., GENESIS 1:24]
 
As Jesus brings the focus back to the foundation of marriage, He makes it clear to us that at marriage spouses must forsake their singleness (a man shall leave his father and mother [and be united with his wife]), and come together in a one flesh relationship that is both a FACT (they “are no longer two”) and a GOAL (the two “shall become one”).  You’ve probably heard the famous Jewish proverb that’s been used in so many weddings …

God didn’t take woman from man’s head that she should rule over him, or from his foot that he should step on her, but from his rib, that they should be side-by-side.

Gang, God made one wife for Adam, not two.  There was no possibility of there being another woman (or another man for that matter), or a back-up plan in case the hard times between Adam and Eve (and did they ever had hard times) led them to split up.  Some Christians point to the patriarchs like Abraham or Jacob and how they had more than one wife.  But Jesus points to Adam and Eve as the IDEAL – one man, one woman.  One husband, one wife.

ILLUSTRATION … When Adam stayed out late a few nights in a row, Eve got frustrated.  “You’re running around with other woman” she charged.  “You’re being unreasonable,” Adam replied.  “You’re the only woman on earth.”  The quarrel continued until Adam fell asleep, only to be awakened by Eve poking him in the chest.  “What are you doing?” Adam demanded.  “Counting your ribs,” said Eve.

The phrase Jesus uses in v. 9, joined together has the idea of gluing or cementing two things together, and literally means yoked together.  Like two oxen yoked together for the purpose of plowing a field, a married couple has to work together, head in the same direction together, and stay in step with one another, in order to most fully live out God’s intention for marriage and for why He brought them together.

And then in v. 9 Jesus tells the Pharisees, “What God has joined together, let no one separate.”  In other words, Jesus wants us to know that marriage isn’t just a legal contract.  It’s a spiritual, covenant relationship with God in the middle of it – and that what God has joined, He has a vested interest in helping remain together.  

Ultimately, Jesus is saying that divorce is like an amputation … and that while in some extreme circumstances, amputation can be the right thing, to save the life of the patient, that first of all the patient has to meet the criteria God has set before He will recognize the amputation and the tearing apart divorce causes.

MALACHI 2:16 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

16 “For I hate divorce,” says the LORD, the God of Israel.

God hates divorce because FIRST, it tears us up, turning us inside out, and upside own … and leaves us so disoriented that we’re not sure we’ll ever be the same.  Many of you here this morning have gone through the pain of divorce, and you know what I’m talking about.  SECOND, God hates divorce because marriage is supposed to be a picture that describes His relationship with us, and God doesn’t want this wonderful illustration of what our life with Him can be about to be corrupted.

MARK 10:10-12 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

10 In the house the disciples began questioning Him about this again.
11 And He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her;
12 and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery.”

Gang, this IS NOT a long, run-on sentence, two-verse teaching of all there is to know about divorce and remarriage.  What Jesus is doing here is following up His remarks earlier in the chapter, where He taught that God did PERMIT (not COMMAND) divorce in the case of sexual immorality.  But here, Jesus goes on and answers the next important question that was on the disciple’s minds … “Then what about a divorce based on other grounds?”  And friends, we can only understand this passage by taking into account what is called in ACTS 20:27 as the whole counsel of God.

Like I mentioned earlier, MATTHEW 19:9 offers a more complete recording of this teaching, where Jesus says, “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for [sexual] immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”  With this answer, Jesus interpreted the meaning of the word indecency in DEUTERONOMY 24:1, the verse we looked at earlier this morning that is the basis of the Jewish Law on divorce, showing that divorce (and the freedom to remarry) was only permitted in the case of sexual immorality.
 
The Greek word for sexual immorality is porneia; and it’s a broad word, covering a wide span of sexual sin.  In other words, a man or a woman can be guilty of porneia without actually having had a physical, sexual relationship with someone other than his or her spouse.  Because, remember, how Jesus expanded the definition of adultery in MATTHEW 5:27-28?

MATTHEW 5:27-28 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’;
28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

Wow, that’s a game-changer!  “You mean, God cares about my thoughts and what I think on and fantasize about, as much as God cares about what I carry out as an action?”  Yes!  Our actions always begin with our thoughts, and so to stay pure before God and to keep the vows we’ve made before God and before our spouse, we’ve got to begin by keeping our minds pure, and centered on Christ.  So Jesus permits (but still hates) divorce when there has been sexual immorality in the marriage … which defined the way Jesus defines it, is broad, not narrow.

Then in FIRST CORINTHIANS 7:15, the Apostle Paul adds to Jesus’ teaching by saying that divorce is also permitted in the case of abandonment by an unbelieving spouse.  The reason a person without a Biblically legitimate divorce commits adultery upon remarrying (as well as their new spouse) is because they’re not divorced in the eyes of God.  And so, since their old marriage is still valid, they’re actually guilty of bigamy and adultery.  Which brings us to our FOURTH FAITH LESSON this morning …

FAITH LESSON 

We must come to grips with the spiritual reality that marriage, as a promise made to God, our spouse, and witnesses, is a binding vow that can’t be broken at our discretion. 

Yes, there are certain cases where God allows the promises made in marriage to be dissolved, but, remember, that it’s up to God and not us.  Are you seeing here why it’s important to consider the whole counsel of God on issues of life and faith?  I mean, if Jesus’ words here in MARK 10:11-12 were what we based our whole understanding of God’s commands about divorce and remarriage, we’d be off base.

There are some who do this, saying that God never allows remarriage after divorce.  But when we see what the entire Bible says on the subject of divorce, we see that when a divorce is made on Biblical grounds (adultery or abandonment by an unbelieving spouse), there is full right to remarry.

Does God allow divorce when spousal abuse is happening?  Again, remember, the whole counsel of God.  If a man or a woman, or a man or a woman and their children are in danger, it’s time to separate and maybe divorce.  I don’t think God’s idea of the permanence of marriage is supposed to be an excuse for anyone being harmed, abused, or killed.  There might be other Christians who would condemn you for getting a divorce under the circumstances of spousal abuse, but you won’t find condemnation from me, because I don’t believe you’ll find it from God, or from the whole counsel of God’s Word.

But if you’ve been divorced and remarried and don’t fit into one of these exceptions God’s Word talks about, you need to consider that perhaps you’ve sinned.  But rather than ruining the marriage you’re currently in by walking out of it, I want to challenge you this morning, to not feel judged, but to be honest about your past, and make a commitment to God that you’re going to make your marriage work no matter what.  And like I said earlier, IF THIS DESCRIBES YOU, I BELIEVE GOD HAS A NEW LEVEL OF HEALING FOR YOU THIS MORNING.

Gang, as God looks down from heaven, He doesn’t have four categories, like the U.S. census:  SINGLE, MARRIED, WIDOWED, and DIVORCED.  God has two categories:  SINGLE and MARRIED.  People are either bound under a marriage vow, or they’re not.  If they’re married, then they can’t marry somebody else.  But if a person isn’t married, then they’re free to marry with the Lord’s blessing.  Again, understanding the whole counsel of God on this subject frees us from the stigma about being divorced that can exist in the church – but to be honest with you, praise God, that I don’t see this stigma very much, if at all here at 2nd Street.  We’re THE CHURCH OF THE SECOND CHANCE.

Yes, many marriages fail because of sexual infidelity, and issues of abuse, but H. Norman Wright, in his classic book The Premarital Handbook, outlines four often-unidentified reasons why so many marriages end in divorce.

1. NOT UNDERSTANDING THE SEASONS AND CHANGES OF LIFE.

One or both people fail to understand the stages and changes of individual development – the seasons of their lives – and how these seasons are affecting their marriage.  Many men and women experience an IDENTITY TRANSITION around 30 and experience a MIDLIFE TRANSITION in their late 30s or early 40s.

2. HAVING A WRONG FOUNDATION FOR OUR IDENTITY AND OUR SECURITY.

Too many people build their identity on performance, perfectionism, or appearance, and of course, these things eventually fade.  Turn to the person next to you and say, “You’re fading.”  Amen?  The best foundation for marriage comes from God – the One who instituted marriage in the first place.  But for too many, the teachings of God's Word haven’t become the transforming the core of their identity and their security.

3. HAVING UNRESOLVED ISSUES FROM GROWING UP IN A DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY, AND/OR FROM FORMER RELATIONSHIPS.

Many people come to marriage with unresolved issues between themselves and their parents, or between themselves and the people they’ve been in relationships with … and of course, either of these things can easily pollute the health of a marriage.

4. HAVING UNEREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS ABOUT MARRIAGE.

And finally, H. Norman Wright writes that some marriages end because the partners were never really prepared for marriage, and because of this their expectations were totally unrealistic.

Gang, Jesus Christ is our example of how to treat wounded people, because He never turned away from anyone, and was moved with compassion for the hurting, and for how you and I as individuals, and 2nd Street as a church must follow in His steps by applying His Word.  I want us to wrap up this morning by reading the words of ISAIAH 61:1-3 … words that Jesus read and declared publicly as His Manifesto at the very beginning of His earthly ministry as recorded in LUKE 4:18-19 … 

ISAIAH 61:1-3 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me, for the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent Me to comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim that captives will be released and prisoners will be freed.
2 He has sent Me to tell those who mourn that the time of the Lord’s favor has come, and with it, the day of God’s anger against their enemies.
3 To all who mourn in Israel, He will give a crown of beauty for ashes, 
a joyous blessing instead of mourning, festive praise instead of despair.  In their righteousness, they will be like great oaks 
that the Lord has planted for His own glory.

PREACH THE GOOD NEWS

As a church we will PREACH THE GOOD NEWS, that when it comes to divorce, there’s hope for healing, and a way to get through the trauma.  It is time to stop pronouncing judgment on people who are experiencing, or who have experienced divorce, and recognize that even a committed Christian's spouse can leave.  The good news is what Joseph spoke to his brothers in GENESIS 50:20: “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done”.

BIND UP THE BROKENHEARTED

As a church we must BIND UP THE BROKEN HEARTS of the divorced.  The word bind means a commitment to defend or oversee a broken heart, not just put a bandage on it.  A bandage simply says to the hurting, “I hope things get better, and I will pray for you.”  Rather, the church must say to the divorced, “I may not understand exactly what you’re going through – or connect personally with every single aspect of your story, but I’m going to support you.  You can trust me to help you through this.  I won’t abandon you.”

And I’m not just talking about words here.  I’m talking about actions, like James talks about in JAMES 2:16.  Supporting people through divorce means phone calls, visits, and listening to their story.  It may mean helping with basic life-needs, or sometimes even helping with financial needs in ways that don’t enable.  “Binding up the brokenhearted,” means faith in action.

PROCLAIM FREEDOM TO THE CAPTIVE

As a church we must PROCLAIM FREEDOM TO THE CAPTIVE … freedom to those going through the pain of divorce.  Freedom means freedom from the bondage that failure brings.  I’ve seen that followers of Jesus Christ who have spouses leave them oftentimes not only feel like they’ve failed in their marriage, but they also feel like they’ve failed God and the church … that they’ll never again be a whole person who’s free from their past.  But God forgives, and so to model our lives after Him, we must forgive as well … forgive one another, and forgive ourselves.

GIVE COMFORT TO THE MOURNING

I haven’t been divorced, but having walked through the valley of divorce with many, many people over the past 30 years, I can confidently say that there is no grief quite like the grief of those who go through divorce … because it’s grief rooted, not only in the loss of a person and the death of dreams for the future, but in the loss of trust, and a loss of belief in what marriage is and can be … and sometimes it even involves the loss of friends. 

To comfort those who mourn after going through divorce means strengthening and uplifting them spiritually … to acknowledge their pain and walk with them toward the healing Jesus has waiting for them.  After a divorce, people need time to mourn.  It takes a divorced person at least one year to go through the grieving process before they can really go on with life.  And so we need to be patient with them as they go through the emotional ups and downs that come with divorce.

Dealing with anger and unforgiveness are almost always part of this grieving, healing process.  Forgiveness can take months and even years, even with daily prayer for those who’ve caused hurt.  That old saying that “Time heals all wounds” isn’t true!  God is the only One who heals all wounds.  And healing takes time.  But choosing to pray, guide, forgive and bless those that hurt us will bring change.

GIVE A CROWN OF BEAUTY INSTEAD OF ASHES

Throughout God’s Word, ashes signify being covered with grief.  And yet ISAIAH 61:3 says that we’re to bestow a crown of beauty to the hurting.  Wearing a crown of beauty is symbolic of giving value and honor to someone, especially after all feelings of worth have been ripped away – the way they are during and after a divorce.  This step doesn’t mean that God endorses divorce.  God is no respecter of persons, and you and I, as His followers need to remember how important it is in this life to treat people the way God treats them.  And yet, how often we forget.

GIVE A GARMENT OF PRAISE INSTEAD OF A SPIRIT OF DESPAIR

The Hebrew word despair paints a depth of suffering many of us will never really experience.  But I believe many of us here know the remorse and regret of things done and not done – and how these feelings can bring a pervasive spirit of depression into our lives.  What a complete opposite picture of what see when someone is clothed in praise.

Gang, as a church and as individuals, we’ve to intentionally, consistently, and visibly, guide hurting people to the praise and worship of God, regardless of their feelings.  Praising God wins the battle and moves us out of despair.  If you want to study more about this, go to our website and read or listen to the teaching I shared on this topic from SECOND CHRONICLES 20.

2nd Street used to lead the 16-week DIVORCE RECOVERY WORKSHOP twice a year.  It was a ministry that several hundred people from all over the Newberg found healing through.  Perhaps it’s time for us to resurrect that ministry.  But even if God doesn’t call someone to pick that ministry back up, encouraging people to move away from despair and toward praise is what God wants and what we must do if we’re going to live out the Mission of Jesus Christ.

BECOMING OAKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

As people find healing after life-changing traumas, including divorce, they can be a source of strength to the whole church.  No one can provide hope to the divorced more than the man or woman who’s already been through the suffering and has not only survived but has learned to live full of the joy of the Lord.

For those here who have known the pain of divorce first-hand, I want you to leave this service knowing two main things …

FIRST, please know that I genuinely care about you, your elders care about you, and most importantly, God cares about you and hasn’t turned away from you.

SECOND, God wants to teach you how to rely on His Holy Spirit for the discernment, the courage, the wisdom, and the obedience you need to take the next steps toward wholeness and healing.

So whether you’ve been through a divorce, or your parents were or are divorced, or both, or whether you’ve journeyed through divorce with a child, a sibling, or a friend, I believe God has a new level of healing for you this morning.  Let’s close our worship service by praying the words of The Old Testament’s King David …

PSALM 34:18; 145:14 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit … 14 The Lord helps the fallen, and lifts those bent beneath their loads.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NEXT SUNDAY, 2ND STREET’S MEXICO WORK & WITNESS TEAM WILL SHARE THEIR MINISTRY STROY WITH US.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING! 
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what God wants to say to us about Himself

, about ourselves, and about one another in 

those verses.  And I’ll be honest with you that sometimes this is easier to do than 

other times.  Like this morning … as here in 

MARK 10:1

-

12

 

where Jesus shares God’s 

heart with us on 

divorce

.  And I see our 

FIRS

T

 

FAITH LESSON

 

here …

 

 

FAITH LESSON

 

 

 

Sometimes God’s Word is a 

JOY

 

for us to receive, and other times 

God’s Word is a 

BURDEN

 

for us to receive.  But God’s Word is always 

PROFITABLE

 

for us to receive.

 

 

There isn’t one of us here this morning who hasn’t bee

n touched by the pain of 

divorce.  Some people gathered here have been divorced … and so know full

-

well that 

divorce is never God’s 

PLAN A

 

for anybody, because the pain is always too real, the 

devastation is always too deep, and the scars are often too lon

g

-

lasting.  

 

 

IF THIS DESCRIBES YOU, I BELIEVE 

GOD HAS A NEW LEV

EL OF HEALING 

FOR YOU 

THIS MORNING.

 

 

Some people gathered here have, or had divorced parents, and have experienced 

divorce from a child’s point of view, and know first

-

hand the fears it plants

 

inside 

people about what real love is, what abandonment (whether it’s 

REAL

 

or 

IMAGINED

) 

feels like, and how a reluctance to love, or trust, or commit in relationships as adults 

is connected to the tearing away and separation that always happens in divorce

.

 

 

IF THIS DESCRIBES YOU, I BELIEVE 

GOD HAS A NEW LEV

EL OF HEALING 

FOR YOU 

THIS MORNING.

 

 

Some people gathered here have or had divorced parents, and then went to have 

their own divorces 

–

 

and so divorce is something known, both as an 

OBSERVER

, and as 

a 

PA

RTICIPANT

.  Knowing this full

-

circle

-

dimension of the pain divorce causes, 

usually leaves people feeling like they’ve been involved in two versions of the same 

train wreck … one as a child from the train’s passenger car, and one as an adult from 

